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Program 

 
 
 
L’oiselet Pauline Viardot 
 (1821-1910) 
 
Mazurka in A minor, Op. 68, no. 2 Frederic Chopin 
 (1810-1849) 
 
 
 
 
 
Coquette Pauline Viardot 
 
Mazurka in B-flat Major, Op. 7, no. 1 Frederic Chopin 
 
 
 
 
 
Mazurka in A minor, Op. 7, no. 2 Frederic Chopin 
 
Mazurka in F minor, Op. 7, no. 3 Frederic Chopin 
 
Faible coeur! Pauline Viardot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This topic has been expanded into a feature article for Clavier magazine (scheduled for publication in January 2008). 
 
 
 



  

Song Translations 
 

Texts by Louis Pomey 
 
L’Oiselet (The Little Bird) 
 
The sky is clear and the air is mild, everything looks pleasant.  There is chattering all around us.  
Only you, oh my poor little bird are languishing, sad and mute. 
 
Spring revives all and makes the mountains green.  The morning breeze exhales a perfume of love 
on the fields, in the secrecy of the woods.  All that lives together say the word that night says to 
the day.  The charming word of love, ah, sitting far from her flock.  And watching it with 
dreaming eyes, Chloe ignores what passion suddenly flares up in her heard.  But you are not 
charmed.  You flee from the gentle pleasure of loving.  He whose pains you pity laments a 
prisoner behind bars.  Adieu, adieu love and happiness for him who has no liberty. 
 
 
Coquette 
 
I give my honor that it is only you I love oh pretty girl.  But my faithful ardor cannot move your 
heart.  If I had been able to read in your eyes, in spite of yourself you pity my martyrdom, but that 
I die from love, is a grief of one day or one hour.  Ah, I want only you, you ask why, Coquette 
girl.  Well, tell me how, Coquette, how to do otherwise. 
 
When love comes along to catch us unawares, at first you want to resist, but its voice becomes so 
tender that one day you have to listen.  Therefore, if you believe me, accept my word oh cruel 
beauty, and let yourself be charmed by him who will know to love you. 
 
 
Faible coeur (Weak heart) 
 
Make ready, weak heat, for agony and suffering as it pleases you to dream about things that cannot 
happen, weak heart!  Make ready, weak heart!  Must I speak about my pain?  Or must I make it a 
mystery?  I dread to reveal it, but I die from keeping silent!  Must I speak about my pain?  I die 
from keeping silent, but I fear to speak about it!  Never did a heart full of tenderness meet with so 
much sadness!  Hope may lull me for one hour, and for months I weep, a whole century of torture 
follows the short and blissful moments!  Make ready, heart, for agony and suffering as it pleases 
you to dream about things that may never happen. 
 
Pity me my god, I expire to love beyond my forces.  It is suffering too long a martyrdom, to live 
without hope!  God, pardon me because I expire.  Be silent my suffering heart.  Suffer and die 
from suffering! 
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